






























Karthaave Krupa undakaname! … Karthaave Karuna undakaname! …
We used to pray these two small prayers very often. What is the difference 
between these two prayers? Krupa (Grace) is the blessings that God 
shower on us without looking at our merits. Karuna (Mercy) is God’s 
behaviour that saves us from punishments that we deserve because of 
our sins. In krupa, we get what we don’t deserve; In mercy, we are granted 
escape from (punishments) what we deserve (because of our sins)! 

But mercy is more than that.. In the parable of prodigal son, the father 
could have punished the prodigal son when he came back. He didn’t 
punish him, but welcomed him with a great feast. Gave him a new life in
love!

In Victor Hugo’s novel, “Les Misérables”, there is a character called Jean 
Valjean. When he was young, he stole a piece of bread to feed a starving 
child. He was arrested and put in prison. When he became free from Jail,
nobody gave him a good job as he had ‘criminal background’. On a very 
cold evening, hungry and tired, he walked into a church campus. Bishop 
Myriel welcomed him and had dinner together with him. However, in the
night, Jean Valjean runs off with Myriel's silver �latware. At the point 
when the police catch Valjean, Bishop pretends that he had given the 
�latware to Valjean and presses him to take two silver candles too, as 
though he had left them by oversight. The police acknowledge his 
clari�ication and leave.

Bishop could have easily handed him over to the police. Instead he 
forgave Valjean and helped him to come back to life with his love.


























