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with Santhome we are one




Welcoming everyone to the ‘connect back ‘issue of Mar - Walah!

We have not been there for a while , and what better time to reinforce our catholic thought
solidarity than coinciding with the liturgical feast of Our Lady of the Rosary celebrated in
October.

While it may not be fully accurate — factually - to observe that Christian faith is unique in the
prominence that we attribute to the “Mother of God “ ; ie theologically speaking . We do see
mother / maternal characters mentioned both centrally and peripherally in other streams of faith
too across the world .

There are however earmarked aspects that make the significance biblically attributed to the
mother of Jesus , impeccably unique in that she is hallowed as both the pillar for the strength of
faith , as also the — prayer and penance - road that takes you all the way to God.

We wish to dwell just on one of those aspects and lay before you for spiritual assimilation.

This is the power of knowing that is emblematic of Mary *through the scriptures on various
occasions. viz

11. John 2 —“Turning Water Into Wine”

When the wine was gone, Mary told Jesus about it, and he said, “Why do you involve me?” (v.
4).

To be noted , it is not mentioned in the Bible that the head of the family came and made an
appeal to Mary about the predicament ; that there was an impending embarrassment with the
esteemed host running out of resources for tending to his guests .

Mary sensed it ! She always stays so close to our bleeding hearts , and eternally alert to all the
travails that tie us down.

And after some intervening verses ...."His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells

you.” ...
And then Jesus tells them what they least expected ..“Fill the jars with water”..

Jesus wants us to do our bit ( fill the stone water-jar..) and leave the rest to him (I will fill your
jars with wine )



Give me the sweat ....I will send you the fruits !

Nothing could be a more appropriate message for us as we emerge from the pandemic, global
socio economic crises weather failures ..that list is unending . These are times and places that
test the endurance of our true Christian faith .

As we wade through dark valleys of self doubts , praying for a miracle , here is Mother Mary who
reassures us as “ | comprehend your pain . | see what is tying you down , let me take your prayer
to my son as | hold your hand

Idle mind is the devil's workshop — and in Mary we have the most powerful force to counter the
satan and all his tools . Quoting from recent Netflix movie “Pope’s Exorcist “.."the devil is the

happiest when you think it doesn't exist. “ ...

Deny him that happiness as we stay spiritually alert , holding the mother Mar’s hand through the
Rosary on all days of October

Let us be awake when Jesus tells us to fill those stone jars - wishing you the very best to stay
blessed abundantly in your endeavours

A blessed Holy Month of Rosary to each one of you

* *Thank you Sister Mary Priya , in sharing this thought during the Alphonsa Unit prayer meet
sermon on the September 9th , and paving the foundation for this message



-Jayson Pappachan

Understanding the Holy Spirt!

Dear Children, the Holy Spirit is often shown in different forms in Bible and each form has a
special meaning. Let's look at some of them: Wind, Fire, Light, and Dove.

The Holy Spirit is frequently likened to the wind because wind is invisible and yet powerful. We
can't see the wind, but we can feel it blowing and it comforts us especially in hot summer. The
Holy Spirit is said to have descended like a mighty wind in the Book of Acts of the Bible. It filled
the room where Jesus' disciples were, and then they felt really strong and confident, ready to
face any challenges. In another episode from the Old Testament, the Red Sea was parted by the
wind to enable Moses and the Israelites to safely cross through it.So, when the Holy Spirit comes
into our lives, it's like getting a special power to overcome our problems.

The Holy Spirit is also symbolized as fire in many places in the Bible. Fire is a symbol of making
things clean, changing them, and giving light. As we know, on the day of Pentecost, the Holy
Spirit descended upon Jesus' disciples as fiery tongues.

The Holy Spirit is linked to light because it helps people understand God's truth and guidance.
Acts recounts how a brilliant celestial light enabled Saul to emerge from his spiritual blindness
and become a disciple of Jesus.

Finally, the Holy Spirit is depicted as a dove in numerous biblical verses. A dove represents
peace, innocence and purity. At the moment of Jesus’ baptism, the Holy Spirit came down like a
dove, showing that Jesus was Son ofGod and he was ready for His special mission on earth.

These symbols help us understand the Holy Spirit's nature and what it does in a simple way.
They show us that the Holy Spirit empowers us, cleans us, helps us understand, and brings
peace. Holy Spirit is a special friend and guide in our lives.

The Bible, in Ephesians 4:30, says, "And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were
sealed for the day of redemption.” This verse encourages us to live a life that aligns with the
Spirit's guidance and not do anything that would hurt or sadden the Spirit. The Holy Spirit
liveswithin us, and actions that are contrary to God's will can sadden the Spirit. Instead, we must
pray and receive the gifts of the Spirit and produce Fruits of the Spirit in our every day life!
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Lynil Thomas

Natural Learning

The famous Hindi movie “Kaal” fascinated me once. Turning this fascination into reality landed
me in the Gir Jungle (wildlife sanctuary) in Gujarat. Just before the onset of monsoon , sometime
in May, | had decided to take up this trip all alone. The intention was fun, adventure and losing
myself in the tranquility of the woods. The last for me to expect were lessons taught to me amid a
dry and sweltering jungle!!!

It was Tuesday morning and the open Gypsy was all set for me with the guide and driver. The
hotel assistant who was a North Indian was already excited about accompanying me for the
three hours jungle safari. | had settled down in an elevated seating arrangement in the vehicle.
We were lucky enough to spot a leopard and lioness within a span of the first hour. The guide
obviously was more interested in my wallet than the wild. All the while as he was guiding us, |
was unable to strike a balance between his ability to spot the wildlife and his frantic urgeto earn.

Only after applying some commonsense, | was able to make out that his earning model
depended on the tips that | would give him when he spots a lion. | thought he would take me into
confidence with his daily expenses and income . Thankfully that was averted.

The rulers of the jungle were already spotted in first two hours. In the last hour though, | could
spot many rare species of the deer family. The spotted deers were all over the place. In the midst
of this, something strange caught my attention.



There were four to five deers alongside the road making circles around a dry tree. With only a
handful of leaves left on some of the branches, the monkeys were playing around on this tree.
They were fidgeting with the leftover leaves on the tree. | requested the driver to halt the Gypsy.
The guide said they were noted as “hanuman” monkeys due to the white face in the middle of an
entirely black body. However | was inquisitive to know the purpose of these monkeys lingering
about an almost dry tree.

The guide caught the question mark on my face. He must have read so many faces. He
immediately turned towards me to address my question. He explained “Monkeys and the deers
are known to be very good friends in a jungle. They are always together”. | bore a puzzled look.
He went further “Since the deer thrives on leaves, the monkey helps the deer by plucking leaves
from a tree as a deer is unable to climb a tree. That is the reason you will find them together and
they are good friends”. The next moment | asked him, “But what does the deer, do in return. How
does it return the favor of the monkey? “ . To which the guide replied with a sarcastic smile “It's
only human beings who make friends for a favor in return, not nature”

| felt as if the land below me slid away. The sheer embarrassment on my face was easily evident.
For the next few moments, | was unable to face the guide. He must have been less educated
than me, but he was very clear about the lessons that nature taught him. He was able to
distinguish between the selfish driven friendships that man possesses against the selfless
companionship that nature exhibited.

Indeed a good lesson from the nature. Nature is selfless unlike human beings. | experienced
nature for just a couple of days and it taught about the selfless friendships. Had | been for some

more time, | would have been a more learned man. Indeed natur’ally’!!!

Probably man believes in a friendship which puts forward a question “You have got a friend. But
what have you got?"

by Lynil Thomas
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Five to Five Thousand

A mass tailed him to Galilee,
T'o the land of the mighty sea,
Miracles they hoped to see,
Blessed is the lord they believed!

‘The sun dawned on the crowded on the crowded land,
‘The lovely evening dew,
Grew their hunger, still,
Blessed is the lord they believed!

He asked his followers,
“Where shall we buy bread,
For these people to eat”

But he knew its answer,
Blessed is the lord they believed!

Oh! The touch of his five fingers,
The five loaves turned to plenty,
A way to answer prayers,
Blessed is the lord they believed!

Its god’s way,
Be humble to help,
Double the boons!

JOMIYA JIMMY
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Mathruvedi activities
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Pithruvedi activities



Youth activities
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